
 

          About Don L. Boyer 
Don Lamar Boyer, a pioneer of physical modeling of 
rotating a n d  s t r a t i f i e d  t o p o g r a p h i c  
f l o w s , passed away in Las Vegas, Nevada on June 
19, 2020. A visionary i n  a n d  c h a m p i o n  f o r  
geophysical and environmental fluid dynamics research, 
a dedicated mentor and a skilled administrator, he 
played an influential l e a d e r s h i p  role i n  t h e  
e v o l u t i o n  o f  laboratory-based research in 
environmental flows. 

 
 

Endowed Annual Lecture 
In his honor, the Don L. Boyer Memorial Endowment for 
Excellence in Environmental Fluid Dynamics has been 
created to support groundbreaking, crucial lectures in the 
important fields of environmental prediction, risks, and 
sustainability. These lectures, emphasizing the fundamental 
dynamics of environmental flows in the spirit of the 
research of Don L. Boyer, will enliven the conversation 
around these topics in the college and beyond. This 
lecture will be supported annually in perpetuity by the 
fund. 

 
The endowment was established by an initial gift from 
Dr. Dustin Boyer, Don’s son. Donations to the fund can 
be made at giveto.nd.edu. 

 
https://efmlab.nd.edu/don-l-boyer-memorial-endowment/ 

ENGINEERING AT NOTRE DAME 
Engineering at Notre Dame combines technical inquiry 
with a creative bent to develop innovations that can improve 
the health, well-being, and quality of life for all persons. 
Consistent with the University’s Catholic mission and 
heritage, the College of Engineering’s mission is founded 
on the principle that the creation and transfer of 
fundamental knowledge should reflect a profound and 
complete respect for the dignity of all persons and for the 
greater common good of humanity. The Don L. Boyer 
Memorial Endowment supports faculty, students, and the 
scientific community at large in the pursuit of achieving the 
educational mission and outreach of the University. 

 
 

DON L. BOYER 

DISTINGUISHED LECTURE 
in Environmental Fluid Mechanics 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday, April 28, 2026 
Lecture 11:00 am - 12:00 pm 

Lunch Reception 12:00 pm - 1:00 pm 

Eck Visitors Center Auditorium 



       Admiral Paul Gaffney, NAE 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
BIO GRAPHY 
Paul  Gaffney  is  pres ident  emeritus  o f  M onmout h  
Univers ity .  He is  a  ret ired  U.S .  Na vy v ice  admiral  
hav ing served  as  pres ident  of  the  N at io nal  Def ens e  
Univers ity ,  c hief  o f  naval  researc h,  co mma nder  o f  
the  Na vy ’s  o perat ional  met eorolo gy  and  
oceano gra phy pro gra m and co mma nding o f f ic er  o f  
the  Naval  Res earc h Laboratory.  His  na va l  career  
spa nned  over  t hree  decades,  inc luding  duty  in  
combat ,  at  sea ,  overs eas ,  and as hore .  He held  s ix  
comma nd posit ions.  Appointed by  t he President  to  
the  U .S .  Ocean Pol icy  Commission ,  he  s erved during  
i ts  fu l l  t enu re .  H e  cha ired  t he f edera l  Ocea n  
Res earc h Ad visory  Pa nel  a nd was  the f ir st  chair  o f  
the  f ederal  Ocean Ex plorat ion Ad visory  Board.  H e  
has  c ha ired  four  studies  for  the  Nat ional  Ac ademies .   
His  is  a  graduat e  of  the  U .S .  N aval  Acad emy ;  earned  
a  Mast ers  in  ocea n engineer ing f rom the Cathol ic  
Univers ity  of  Amer ic a ,  where  he  is  honored on  i t s  
engineering “Wal l  o f  F ame”;  at tended t he Na val  Wa r  
Col lege ,  gradu at ing wit h highest  d ist inct ion;  and  
holds  an M BA fro m Ja ckso nvi l le  U nivers ity .  He is  a  
member  of  t he  Nat io nal  Acad emy of  Engineering .   
Gaff ney  current ly  serves  a  cou nsel l or  to  t he  Dea n o f  
Engineering  a nd Co mput ing  at  t he  U nivers ity  o f  
South Carol ina .  Honorary  doctorat es  were  present ed  
to  h im by  t he Univers ity  of  Sout h Ca rol ina,  the  
Cathol ic  Univers ity  of  Amer ica ,  and  Jac ksonvi l l e  
Univers ity .  The bas ketbal l  court  at  M onmout h  
Univers ity  bea rs  his  name as  do es  an oc eanic  r idg e  
in  t he  South  China S ea.  H e and  his  wife  of  51  yea rs  
res ide in  Colu mbia,  SC.   
 

 

 
            American Achievements in 

Understanding the Natural 
                 Marine Environment 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
ABSTRACT 

 
There is  some important history that led to American 
achievements in understanding the natural  marine 
environment.  Some, even the most basic of  research 
advances, came from a national security need . . .  or maybe 
a vision.  I  will  recount a couple.   They form the foundation 
of my career and my viewpoints.  They may be important 
again at  this t ime.   There is a natural,  albeit  bureaucratic,  
separation between researchers and operators;  from those 
who think about the new and those carrying out the 
routine. In oceanography, I  don’t  see separation.  Rather, 
one reinforces the other.  On that  too you will  hear my 
opinion.  Finally,  it  will  be important to present a few 
emerging,  unsolved ocean-related challenges from diverse 
environments that the scientific and policy audience may 
face.   I  will  try to avoid the topic of  cl imate variability!  
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                                              Naval Oceanography Hall of Fame Inductee                                                               

                                           Former President of the National                     
                                            Defense University & Former                                    

                                          President of the Monmouth University            
                                                     
                                                 
 


	ENGINEERING AT NOTRE DAME
	in Environmental Fluid Mechanics
	BIOGRAPHY
	Paul Gaffney is president emeritus of Monmouth University. He is a retired U.S. Navy vice admiral having served as president of the National Defense University, chief of naval research, commander of the Navy’s operational meteorology and oceanography ...

	American Achievements in Understanding the Natural
	Marine Environment
	ABSTRACT
	There is some important history that led to American achievements in understanding the natural marine environment.  Some, even the most basic of research advances, came from a national security need ... or maybe a vision.  I will recount a couple.  Th...


